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The Harvey Hughes Secretary is typing up a farm management report when she 
comes across a startling figure. The report claims that a farmer has lost two thousand 
and twenty five piglets from a shed on the farm. Convinced that this is an error the 
secretary calls the farmer directly: 
 
άaǊ {ƳƛǘƘΣ ƛǎ it true ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ lost 2,025 piglets?" she asks. 
 
"Yeth" lisped the farmer. 
 
Suddenly understanding the source of the confusion, the secretary types: 
 
άaǊ {ƳƛǘƘ lost 2 sows and 25 piglets" 
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Grant schemes under the Rural Development Programme for 
England are set to change from February 2012. 
 

The remaining grant funds will be split between three schemes, 
these are as follows: 
 

Å The Rural Economy Grant:  Grants of up to £1m for 
enterprises to boost farm competitiveness through agri-
food, rural tourism, forestry, and renewable energy. 

Å Farming and Forestry Improvement Grant: Small grants to 
help farmers, foresters, and horticulturalists to improve their 
businesses. 

Å Skills and Knowledge Transfer: Flexible, locally targeted 
funding for skills and training enabling business growth. 

 

Eligibility criteria and administration of grants under the RDPE 
are also likely to change under the new schemes, and therefore 
farmers and rural businesses considering a grant aided project 
should contact James Turner on 0161 927 7562 to discuss their 
options. 

Farmers attending Muck & Soil Northwest 2012 in March can 
benefit from a free one-to-one clinic on their NVZ Compliance 
and general Nutrient Management. 
 

Clinics will take place at the HarveyHughes Limited stand 
throughout the event, however spaces are very limited so 
interested farmers are urged to book in advance to avoid 
disappointment.  
 

Farmers can also benefit from free manure and soil analysis 
at the event so remember to bring your samples! 

Clinics will include advice on: 
 

Å Slurry Storage Calculations  
Å Nitrate Loading Calculations 
Å The N-MAX Limit 
Å Nitrogen Planning Requirements 
Å Field Application Records 
Å Spreading Risk Maps 

To book a free clinic or for more information, contact 
Andrew Nicholas on 0161 927 7562 or see the company 
contacts page at the back of this newsletter. 

Defra have opened a consultation into the Implementation of the Nitrates Directive England 2013-2016 on the 20th December 2011. Defra are required to review their 
implementation of the Directive every four years based on the understanding of the Directive and evidence obtained from water pollution caused by nitrates from 
agricultural sources. The last review unfortunately resulted in 62% of England being designated an NVZ.  
 

The Consultation seeks to revise the measures implemented since the 2007 consultation with new regulations coming into effect from January 2013. Defra are considering 
making changes to the NVZ regulation to control nitrogen pollution from agricultural sources within distinct NVZ areas or even the whole of England.  
 

The Environment Agency has released maps of the proposed new NVZ zones and proposed de-designation of areas. The area from Manchester, Bolton, Blackburn and just 
south/west of Halifax has been free of NVZ but apart from some areas in the south of the country Manchester appears to be the biggest area to be affected by the 
proposed introduction of an NVZ area. There are parts of the country for proposed de-designation which is good news to some of you. 
 

hǘƘŜǊ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ b±½Ωǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƭƭ b ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǎŜǿŀƎŜ ǎƭǳŘƎŜΣ ŎƻƳǇƻst etc. in the N-MAX calculation, extend 
the closed spreading periods by up to 1 month for slurries, lift some of the spreading technique restrictions, review storage calculations/record keeping and introduce 
cover crops on sandy soils where soils are left bare over winter. For more information please contact Andrew Nicholas on 0161 927 7562. 

LOOK OUT FOR YOUR FREE MUCK & SOIL NORTHWEST YEAR PLANNER! 
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